The Collie Standard

Comments about the Rough and Smooth Collie Standard and its interpretation

By Mia Ejerstad-Conti
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First of all - these first words of the Standard, the general apearance and characteristics, we should keep in mind also when we try to understand the other features, because these are so important to the whole picture of the breed, also in details. Here the first phrases of the Standard describe the Collie in the way that we never have to forget: "standing with impassive dignity" and "no part out of proportion to whole". All these words are harmony. The phrase "no part out of proportion to whole" also gives a clear meaning that the Collie never should be extreme or excessive in anything. Perhaps this is one of the most difficult parts to fully understand, but it is certainly extremely important.

A Collie can only be a true Collie when it has this impassive dignity in the appearance. It should be a proud and beautiful animal. But how, we should ask ourselves today, can a Collie with a too short neck and not enough angulated shoulders show that dignity? Or a dog without a sound construction - he can never stand there with this impassive dignity. 

A quality Collie combines both elegance and strenght. And since the Collie is a sheepdog it should never be too heavy nor too thin or too weak. For example, a too heavily built Collie would have to put up too much effort if he had to work in the highlands. We have also to remember that dignity has nothing to do with a lazy, tired or flegmatic dog.
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The correct substance is very important to give the correct general and overall appearance. A Collie must never be too heavy or too light. These three bitches are all well contructed, but only bitch (A) has the desired combination of strength and elegance so important in the Collie. Bitch (B) is too light and shallow, and bitch (C) is too heavy all over giving a completely unfeminine impression. A Collie built on heavy lines will have problems fullfilling his ability to work.
[image: image3.jpg]



Left: Head without dignity and too feminine. An untypical abundance of coat that is covering a badly constructed Collie, totally unable to do a day's work.
Middle: A dog with not too bad a head type, correct bone and coat but among his faults are straight shoulders, short neck, untypical sloping top line. The ribcage is not deep enough and the loin is weak. This dog lacks the harmony and balance between fore- and hindquarters. 

Right: Shows the dignity of the true Collie type, but is built on heavy lines and lacks angulation in front and behind. This dog tends to give a coarse and common appearance.
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Left: A Collie that lacks sound construction and lines of strength, activity and elegance. The extemely short neck and bad front gives the impression that the head comes directly from the shoulders. Head unbalanced and lacking wedge shape.

Middle: Typical of many Collies today, slightly feminine, lacking dignity. Incorrect in overall construction with bad front, weak tucked up under body. The coat is soft and wavey, the bone is thin. The overall appearance is a little short all over.

Right: The long coat over the croup makes this Collie look reasonably long enough, but on closer inspection this is not the case. This dog is quite short and lacks strength in hindquerters, is straight in front and the neck is short and lacks arch. The head is also short with fine muzzle.
What we have to remember is that the Collie is a proud dog, full of dignity and this should show in his temperament. A dog which is not nervous nor aggressive but friendly with dignity. A Collie should for example, not be as friendly as a Labrador to all strangers. The Collie is a sheepdog and as such he is very attached to his owner and family.
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The head, eyes, ears and the expression of the Collie are very important features, but we should not, even if looking just at the head, forget the purpose of the Collie as a sheepdog. I feel that the description in general appearance and characteristics should also also be applicable when valuating the head and its qualities. "Dignity", "great beauty" and "no part out of proportion to whole" and "Expression most important. In considering relative values it is obtained by perfect balance and combination of skull and foreface, size, shape, colour and placement of eyes, correct position and carriage of ears".
The head and the expression are very distinctive of the breed and it is extremely important that these do not show any resemblance to any other breed. If so - then it is surely not a truly typical Collie head and expression. Unfortunately we can nowadays see heads that are far form the Standard, many times they resemble more of other breeds as Chow Chow, Husky, Samoyed etc. 
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A. Correct scissor bite is where the upper front teeth closely overlap the lower front teeth.
B. Overshot mouth, i.e. there is an open space between the upper and lower front teeth. A very slight overbite in the former standard was not considered a big fault.
C. Undershot mouth, i.e. the lower front teeeth protrude in front of the upper front teeth, usually seen in the Roman nose type of head, or heads with very strong muzzle and underjaw.
D. Pincerbite. The upper and lower front teeth meeton a line seen mostly in Collies with a strong muzzle and underjaw.
A long and powerful neck that is well arched is extremely important for the overall picture of the Collie and it is essential for the dignity. Without the long well arched neck the Collie has lost its dignity.
The well arched neck is rarely seen in dogs with short necks, but again here lies also an important point for achieving the dignity. With the arch of the neck the dog can keep his head proud and it has also another functional meaning. A sheepdog which uses his "eye-power" needs to have a muscular and powerful neck when moving the head up and down and to the sides. He will use his neck in balancing the body and movements. But the sought-after long, powerful and well arched neck can never be achieved if the forequarters and the ribcage are not correctly made.So when we see a shorter neck, it is usually not only the neck itself that fails really - it is wrong somewhere else in the construction of the forequarters.
Very common today is the straight neck, where the head is pulled back and it seems to be set back on the shoulder. Such a neck, if not very short, can look impressive but is absolutely not correct.

